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PH.D. IN EDUCATION 
AND HUMAN RESOURCE 
STUDIES, HIGHER EDUCATION 
LEADERSHIP SPECIALIZATION
Requirements
Effective Fall 2025
First Year Credits
EDHE 771 Higher Education 

Leadership
3

EDHE 773 Student Development in 
a Collegiate Context

3

EDRM 702 Foundations of 
Educational Research

3

EDUC 709 Leadership 
Development

3

EDUC 710 Higher Education 
Finance

3

  Total Credits 15
Second Year
EDCL 701 Higher Education Law 3
EDRM 704 Qualitative Research 3
EDRM 705 Qualitative Data 

Analysis
3

EDUC 675 Analyzing Education 
Literature

3

EDUC 725 Professionalism 
in Education and 
Leadership

3

  Total Credits 15
Third Year
EDOD 769 Theory and Practice of 

Change
3

EDRM 700 Quantitative Research 
Methods

3

EDRM 707 Quantitative Data 
Collection Methods/
Analysis

3

EDUC 714 Education Policy 
Analysis

3

EDUC 715 Critical Theory, 
Educational Equity 
Praxis

3

  Total Credits 15
Fourth Year
EDCL 750 Simulated Presidential 

Cabinet I
3

EDHE 799 Dissertation 9

EDRM 792B Seminar: Proposal 
Development

3

  Total Credits 15

  Program Total Credits: 60

Code Title Credits
Completed Ph.D. Coursework Total 60
Completed Master's Coursework Total 30

Program Total Credits: 90

A minimum of 90 credits are required to complete this program.

Beyond coursework, Ph.D. students in the HEL concentration must 
complete three milestones: preliminary exams, a dissertation proposal, 
and a final dissertation. Students will work with their advisors and 
examining committee throughout these processes. All three of these 
milestones—including details, formatting, and structure—are detailed in 
the School of Education Ph.D. student handbook.

Preliminary Exams

• Written and oral exams that assess students’ readiness to complete 
the dissertation process

Dissertation Proposal

• A substantial, independent research project that contributes new 
knowledge to the field.

• Requires students to indicate if they plan to complete the (a) 
traditional, book-chapter proposal or (b) multi-article dissertation 
format.

• Written and oral exam to assess students’ readiness to complete data 
collection, analysis, and reporting of the final project.

Final Dissertation

• A substantial, independent research project that contributes new 
knowledge to the field.

• Completion of data collection, analyses, and formal oral defense, 
including a public presentation of research findings and Q&A session


