MAJOR IN ENGLISH,
LITERATURE CONCENTRATION

Literature

Students in the Literature concentration learn how to analyze and
interpret poems, fiction, plays, and works of popular culture, all while
gaining exposure to a vast range of historical and contemporary writing.
In the same semester students might immerse themselves in iconic
classics like Moby Dick or The Canterbury Tales, study popular genres
like science fiction or horror, and become familiar with Native American
literature.

Students will develop and deepen their research and writing skills,

and gain familiarity with a range of literary theories. By the time
students graduate they will have a broad set of portable skills, including
crafting evidence-based written and verbal arguments, synthesizing
and communicating complex information efficiently and clearly, and
developing habits of critical and analytical thinking that will help them
become thoughtful citizens and careful and enthusiastic readers.

Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of this program, students will be able to:

1. Analyze English-language literature representing multiple genres,
cultures, geographical areas, and historical periods including the
present.

2. Approach familiar authorial figures in new ways while also
demonstrating knowledge of writers and thinkers whose work has not
always been recognized.

3. Identify and evaluate appropriate research sources, incorporate these
sources into academic writing, and formulate their own arguments
based in part on those sources.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of literary and cultural theories that
will manifest itself in the sophistication of their written work.

5. Integrate disciplinary methods of reading and analysis particular to
the Literature concentration with interdisciplinary knowledge from
fields including the following: environmental studies, ethnic studies,
gender studies, political science, and film and media studies.

6. Engage with literature as a source of practical wisdom, personal
insight, and aesthetic pleasure, as a vital perspective upon history
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and the diversity of human experience, and as a guide for making
ethical choices in their daily lives.

Career Pathways

Students who major in English with a Literature concentration have
pursued careers in publishing and editing, communications, marketing &
public relations, nonprofit work, education, healthcare, and more.

Literature concentration students have also gone on to graduate
programs in literary and cultural studies, creative writing, law school, and
more.
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